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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 1226 
Sandusky, OH 44871 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 Sundays    10:00 AM 
First Presbyterian Church 

265 Jackson Street 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 

        

 

Northwestern 
Ohio Synod  

 SECRETARY OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 

8:30 AM—1:00 PM 
419-625-6800  phone 

 

“Christ-Centered, Gospel- Based Church Equipping You For SERVICE.” 

T he Sword 

Our Mission:  Proclaim God’s love through word and sacrament, committed to a life of  
    witness, fellowship, and service, uniting people to His will. 

   Our Vision:  As a church, we will make a positive difference in our community. 



 

DEADLINES TO  
REMEMBER: 

Please have information to the church office at the   
appropriate times for  
 timely publication. 

 
Weekly Bulletin:  

Thursday, 10:00 AM 
 

Newsletter:  
Monday after the  

Church Council meeting by 12:00 
(For March Sword February 14th) 

Jesus’ Disciple in Mission & Ministry YOU!  
Supply Pastor    Rev. Lance Franke 
Supply Pastor    Rev. Phil Gardner 
Pianist     Jenny Weichel 
Church Secretary    Elaine Conley 

OUR STAFF  

Our 2019-2020 Church Council  Leaders and Committee 
 chairpersons are: 

 
Larry Riedy—President 
Cindy Ball—Treasurer 
Craig Hecht—Secretary 
Jennifer Weichel—Vice President 
Linda Ewers 
Judy Pflieger 
 

Howard Barnum 
 
Donna Russell 
 
Betty Moltz 
 
Marion Heiberger 

Peg Marquart 
 
Janis Skaggs 
 
Ronald Beese 
 
Barry Karns 

St. Paul has four teams that tend to the ministry that Christ has called us to. 
 
The teams and their respective responsibilities include: 
 
Nurture Team   Resource Team   Ministry Team   Mission Team 
Worship & Music  Finance    Life and Growth   Evangelism, FLAMe, 
Christian Education  Stewardship   Fellowship Groups  Welcome Table, 
Youth & Family   Building and Grounds  Visitation   Care and Share, 
            Synod, ELCA, etc. 
 
Short Term Teams may be set up by Council in response to specific requests or  needs. 
 
 

Church Activities 
Prayer Chain  Linda Ewers (419) 679-6255 
Dartball  Tom Willer  (419) 308-0197 
Women of the ELCA  Linda Ewers (419) 679-6255 

Mary Bauman 
 
Don Roth 
 
Glenna McCoy 

February Lectionary 

February 6 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Parament Color:  Green 
First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8[9-13] 
Psalm 138 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Gospel:  Luke 5:1-11 
 
February 13 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Parament Color:  Green 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 12:5-10 
Psalm 1 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
Gospel:  Luke 6:17-26 

CHURCH COUNCIL meeting will be on 
Wednesday, February 9, 2021.  Please note the 
change of date. 
 

It is recommended that all Teams try 
to meet virtually or by phone. 

If you have a pastoral emergency you 
can call or email Pastor Gardner or 
Pastor Franke. 
 
Rev. Phil Gardner 
Email:  pjgardner@bex.net 
Home:  (419)625-6771 
Cell: (419-357-4686 
 
Rev. Lance Franke 
Email:  lfrankehome@gmail.com 
Cell: (419)-204-6997 

February 20    7th Sunday after Epiphany  
Parament Color:  Green 
First Reading:  Genesis 45:3-11,15 
Psalm 37:1-11,39-40 
Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 
Gospel:  Luke 6:27-38 
 
February 27    Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Parament Color:  White 
First Reading:  Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 90 
Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 
Gospel:  Luke 9:28-36[37-43a] 

Please be mindful of our homebound members with prayers, visits or cards! 
 
Please call the church office for contact information. 

Our Financial Stewardship – Please note this reflects our giving 
(support for St. Paul in offerings) on a monthly basis. 
       
Income for December All Funds    $40,988.45 (Sale of church van for 
$36,000 is included in this income figure.)   
 
Expenses for December in All Funds  $12,503.99   

Todd and Jennifer Parkison  2/14 

mailto:pjgardner@bex.net
mailto:lfrankehome@gmail.com


 

With COVID-19 cases on the rise again,  

First Presbyterian and St. Paul  

Congregations are requiring  

the wearing of FACIAL MASKS at worship. 

 

 

 

 And, for purposes of proper distancing, 

 please keep an EMPTY PEW  

ahead of you and behind you  

in our worship space. 

 

 

 

 THANK YOU FOR HELPING US ALL 

 KEEP  SAFE  

WHILE CONTINUNG TO WORSHIP TOGETHER  

Yes, Virginia, there will be a Lent… 
 

…but how we will observe it remains to be decided.  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 2, but with 
key First Presbyterian leaders out of the area until the first full week in February, there will be no decision-
making until they return. 
 

I anticipate that there will indeed be a service on Ash Wednesday.  First Presbyterian folk are familiar with 
the imposition of ashes.  Holy Communion is another matter.  Other than First Presbyterian’s practice of 
the Sacrament the first Sunday of the month, there hasn’t been discussion about increased frequency and 
special days like Ash Wednesday or even Easter Sunday, which is not a first Sunday of the month.   
 

It is also my expectation that there will be midweek worship on the Wednesdays of Lent.  I have proposed 
a plan for meditation and a liturgy to go with it, and it gained a favorable response from First Presbyteri-
an’s musician, Adam Reardon.     
 

For what it’s worth, we are now worshiping downtown.  Does that give rise to some kind of brief worship 
gathering at the noon hour on the Wednesdays of Lent?  I’m thinking there could be a twenty-minute order 
with a brief meditation for those wishing to squeeze in a few moments of worship during lunchtime, say 
12:10 to 12:35 pm.  We’d likely be without music; both their Adam and our Jenny Weichel are teachers 
unable to be with us at midday.  So, I’m thinking evening for sure (or very late afternoon?), with the      
possibility of also having a brief gathering shortly afternoon for those available. 
 

We continue our quest for a unified order of worship from Sunday to Sunday.  When I look at present-day  
liturgical formats offered in current Presbyterian resources, I see considerable parallels between those and 
what we Lutherans have commonly experienced for decades.  I think it’s possible to use a Presbyterian 
agenda with Lutheran embellishments so that there’s something for everyone…maybe even for God, for 
whom worship is done anyway.  My next project is to come up with a proposed common order of worship 
for the Sundays of Lent. When I’ve finished it, I’ll run it up the flagpole and see if it gets a salute.   
 

The thing is, I’m trying to do a lot of the worship planning stuff, but I operate at a disadvantage.  I’m not a 
member of St. Paul Congregation.  I haven’t worshipped with the people of St. Paul congregation until we 
started doing so with the Presbyterians in late October.  I don’t know what you’re used to; I don’t know 
your preferences; I don’t know what hymns you like.  And, I dearly want some of what I just mentioned to 
be tossed in the pot as we move worship forward with our Presbyterian brothers and sisters.   
 

Therefore, it behooves you to attend the annual congregational meeting following worship on Sun-
day, February 13.  Not all coveting is prohibited by the Ten Commandments.  Your  Congregation 
Council and your pastoral volunteers, Pastor Franke and me, covet your feelings, your opinions, your      
ideas, your hopes, and your dreams…particularly as regards worship, but in general as regards how this 
“going steady” with the people of First Presbyterian is going.  What do you like?  What don’t you like?  
What do you miss?  Your lay and clergy leaders not only need to know; they want to know.  Sunday,     
February 13,  First Presbyterian, after worship.  Be there.  Aloha! 
 

Pastor Phil Gardner 

The Women of the Eastern Conference of the Northwestern Ohio Synod’s Spring Gathering has 
been set for April 30th from 9:00-1:00.  Registration will begin at 8:30.  It will be held at Zion in 
Sandusky.  A continental breakfast and a catered lunch will be served.  The program will be on 
prayer. Please mark this date on your calendar and watch for more information in the Sword next  
month. 

40 DAYS OF GIVING 
 
This Lent, you are invited to reflect and give during ELCA World Hunger’s 40 
Days of Giving.  Journey into Lent as we explore the connections between our 
faith and our shared ministry to end hunger and poverty.  Starting February 20th 
you will be able to pick up materials including a calendar, mason jars, and labels 
for the mason jars.  All are welcome to participate. 

Shirley Mapus would like to thank the people of St. 
Paul for all the cards, calls, memorials, and  prayers 
she received following the death of her daughter Karen 
Ernst. 



 

Deanna Ridenour 2/1 
Karen Steiert  2/2 
Joyce Marquart 2/3 
Kayli Bergman 2/5 
Katharine Marquart 2/9 
Allen Puckrin  2/11 

Frank Ball  2/14 
Jackson Boothe 2/18 
Todd Parkison  2/24 
Jacob Schwanger 2/24 
Frank Ball  2/26 
George White  2/26 

                              St. Paul’s Future Is in Your Hands 
 
The motto of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is “God’s Work. Our Hands.”  As regards where 
St. Paul Congregation is headed, that motto couldn’t be more to the point. 
 
All kinds of gatherings can be termed “critical,” but certainly our upcoming annual congregational meeting 
on Sunday, February 13, at First Presbyterian, immediately following 10:00 am worship is just such a 
gathering.   
 
Your Council and our volunteer pastors are promising an open conversation on everything.  That includes 
our finances, what is to become of the proceeds from the sale of our property at Mills and Perkins, where we 
stand in relationship to the people of First Presbyterian Church, and impressions on our worship together 
and how worship should move forward.   
 
Everything will be on the table.  And, we will be meeting on our  own, by ourselves, so everything    
honestly and constructively presented will be “fair game.” 
 
The Church is the Lord’s first and foremost.  After that, our congregation is yours.  Of late, politicians have 
been talking about “inflection points,” moments when things can be amplified, enhanced, or pivoted toward 
a new direction.  This is an inflection point for St. Paul. 

 
The future is a matter of discerning what God would truly have us do as a congregation.  That discernment 
requires prayer and conversation.  On Sunday, February 13, following worship, we will do both.   
 
It’s His Church; it’s your congregation.  Please come and share your thoughts and opinions, your hopes and 
visions. 
 
Meeting will be held at First Presbyterian Church in fellowship hall up ramps in educational unit in west 
wing.  Zoom will be available for those that can’t attend in person.   The Zoom link is  St. Paul Zoom -
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81993980372?pwd=QkkwVUdsSFdtbVBwSXRoOHJuK2VCZz09.  The 
link will be available from 11:00 am –12:30 am.  If you want us to email this link to you please send us your 
email address so we will have a current one on file. 

Information to review will be sent out before February 13th.  There will be no BRUNCH DUE TO COVID. 
 
Larry Riedy  

The Word, Women and Wine Bible study of St. Paul Lutheran Church women is using as it’s 
focus the Application on our Phones of the Chosen series,  We will meet in February to    
continue with units four and five.  Join us.  We will meet at Ruth Glass’ home at 7:00 pm on 
February 2nd.  For our mission outreach this month some of us worked on December 11th 
with the Salvation Army and Jobs and Family Services of Erie County doing Christmas 
packages.  Thanks everyone. 

Mark your calendars for St. Paul’s annual meeting on Sunday, February 13th.  The meeting 
will  immediately follow worship.  There will be no brunch due to Covid.  Zoom information 
is located in the article above or contact Elaine in the church office. 

Ash Wednesday is March 2.  More information will be coming. 

1. A thank you card was received from Brian Kurilic for the “pro bono” work he did for 
us concerning the sale of the church and Pastor Schroeder’s severance package. 

2. Mail received form Pack #44 Boy Scout Troop will be forwarded. 
3. Transfers for the last year were presented to church council.  They will be forwarded to 

Elaine for removal from our church records. 
4. Cindy Ball gave the treasurer’s report.  Benevolence income was $305.00 with no    

expenses.  General Fund income was $4,683.45 with expenses of $12,503.99.  Special 
Fund income was $36,000.00 with no expenses.  The Building Fund  had no income or 
expenses.  $5,597.28 of the general expense was from the last part of the severance 
package due Pastor Schroeder.  There is one remaining payment in January for medical 
expense.   

5. Of the $770,000.00 net proceeds from the sale of the building.  $385,000.00 will be put 
in an USB investment account.  The other $385,000.00 will be put in a LPL Financial 
Investment  account. 

6. Kingdom Fund balance is $79,338.47 as of December 31. 
7. Cindy Ball and Larry Riedy are designated signees for our church accounts. 
8. Larry Riedy will be contacting Trudy Miller, Karen Russell, and Janet Sprow about   

being on the audit committee.  Per our constitution, the books need to be audited every 
year. 

9. Pastor Gardner and Pastor Franke reported on the status of things between St. Paul and 
First Presbyterian.  Pastor Gardner suggested a mission specialist we could contact to 
help us.  Our priority at the moment is to schedule Lent and Easter services.  What we 
do will depend on what First Presbyterian is doing. Linda Ewers and Craig Hecht will 
be meeting with Pastor Gardner to help coordinate Lent services. 

10. The new letterhead presented by Pastor Gardner was approved with minor corrections. 
11. Memorial benches will be moved by Spoerr Precast Concrete from our old church to  

First Presbyterian.  Arrangements will be made as to the disposition. 
12. Alter communion will be suspended until we get over the peak Covid period.  Mask 

wearing will be enforced. 
13. A six month contract was signed with First Presbyterian for expense sharing.  This    

contract will expire on April 30. 
14. Elaine’s office hours will stay the same for now. 
15. The annual congregational meeting will be on February 13 at First Presbyterian on the 

second floor across from the kitchen immediately following the worship service.  Due 
to Covid bottled water and packaged cookies/crackers will be served. 

16. The proposed six month budget will be presented at the annual meeting.  We will be 
seeking candidates to run for council at the annual meeting. 

17. We will again be doing 40 Days of Giving for World Hunger. Linda Ewers is in charge. 
18. First Presbyterian has invited us to participate in their Matthew 25 mission.   
19. Bishop Beaudoin has declared 2022 as the Year of Vision. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81993980372?pwd=QkkwVUdsSFdtbVBwSXRoOHJuK2VCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81993980372?pwd=QkkwVUdsSFdtbVBwSXRoOHJuK2VCZz09

